
Brownsburg School Corporation prides itself on its strong academic  
focus and high student achievement.  When Brad Rosebrock joined the 
faculty of Brownsburg High School as a life skills teacher in 2016, he 
found good synergy between his experience providing support to improve 
outcomes for students with significant cognitive disabilities and the 
Corporation’s commitment to provide “an engaging, relevant educational 
program with academic opportunities for all students to pursue their 
maximum intellectual potential.” 

Based on Rosebrock’s experience working with Project SUCCESS in his 
previous school system, he reached out to the Project SUCCESS team to 
support new work at Brownsburg. Together they set a plan in motion to 
facilitate systemwide work to increase opportunities for their students with 
significant disabilities to access challenging, academic, grade-level curriculum.
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Collaboration for  
Curriculum Mapping  
with Special Education and General Education

BROWNSBURG

District Enrollment: 9,477

Asian: 3%
Black: 13.7%
Hawaiian/Pacific Islander: 0.1%
Hispanic: 7.1%
Multiracial: 6%
Native American: 0.1%
White: 70% 
Students with disabilities: 13%



Collaborating with Project SUCCESS
Over the past three years, Brownsburg has worked with Project SUCCESS through onsite 
facilitation as well as drawing on the extensive Project SUCCESS resources including 
templates for unpacking the standards and lesson planning, as well as vertical alignment 
documents for the Content Connectors . 

Brownsburg staff began with professional learning 
about Presumed Competence, tiered instruction, and 
holding high expectations for their students with the 
goal to move teachers’ focus away from functional skills 
to more rigorous academics.  

Ongoing professional development supported 
teachers’ understanding of Universally Designed lesson 
planning using the Content Connectors.  This led to a 
systemwide, daylong meeting to develop curriculum 
maps for students with significant cognitive disabilities 
for elementary, middle and high school across content 
areas of math and ELA.  General education colleagues 
joined special education colleagues to share their 
content expertise mapping activities and assessments 
based on the standards.  They worked alongside grade 
level teams in special education to prioritize among 
Content Connectors for each week for each subject  
and developed a scope and sequence for instruction. 
Project Success resources accessed to support this work 
include the Unpacking Template, Vertical Alignment for 
the Content Connectors, and Lesson Plan Templates.

This work to align academics in life skills with the 
general education curriculum falls very much within the 
district’s overall academic approach which focuses on 
the concepts of “similar to identical.” Similar to identical 
establishes the same academic content is taught on a 
similar calendar focused on clear performance outcomes. 
For ELA instruction in Rosebrock’s life skills classroom, 
curriculum mapping translated into reading the same 
texts as peers in general education classes.  Students read 
the same four novels selected for ELA using modified 
texts or other modifications as needed.  Rosebrock 
observed that as a result of the collaboration, their 
activities “have continuity and flow …[with] everyone 
swimming in the same direction in their curriculum, 
elementary through high school.”

Brad Rosebrock also described a shifting emphasis in 
collaborative planning and PLCs in the district to be 
more data and academics focused.  In particular the 
teams increasingly focused on activities and common 
assessments aligned to the curriculum map. 

Work is underway to develop similar maps for other 
content areas including Biology.  The system’s goal is 
to first cover IAM assessed content areas and then add 
others, like social studies, down the line.
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Student Growth
When asked about student growth, Rosebrock shared 
his overall impression that his students are rising to the 
challenge of more rigorous and academically focused 
work, becoming more independent and responsible, 
and excited about their learning. He noted specific 
learning moments—a recent astronomy unit in which 
students demonstrated understanding by drawing on 
new vocabulary verbally or by using their device; the 
introduction of algebraic concepts which caused a 
student to exclaim in relief that they did not have to 
retread a pattern identification activity.

Through the collaboration with Project SUCCESS over the 
past three years, Brownsburg educators have increasingly 
moved closer to their mission for all students, including 
those with significant cognitive disabilities.

www.projectsuccessindiana.com 2

PROJECT SUCCESS SPOTLIGHT: BROWNSBURG HIGH SCHOOL, BROWNSBURG SCHOOL CORPORATION

Public Consulting Group (PCG) and the Indiana 
Department of Education (IDOE) partnered together 
from 2013 - 2021 to create Project SUCCESS, a 
resource center that supports higher academic 
achievement for students with disabilities.


